
 

 

Date: Thursday, February 20, 2020 

Host: Nebraska ASCE  Geotechnical Committee   

 Spouses and Guests Welcome    

Location:            

 Scott Conference Center 

 6450 Pine Drive 

 Omaha, NE 68106 

Program:  “Riverfront Redevelopment Project to Revitalize Gene Leahy Mall Heartland of 

America Park, and Lewis and Clark Landing” 

Presenter:  Chris Cain, HDR, Omaha, NE 

Schedule:     

 5:30 — 6:15 — Social Hour 

 6:30 — 6:20 — Joel Carson GBA 

 6:20—6:35 — UNL Geotech Program 

 6:35—7:30 — Dinner 

 7:30—8:30 — Presentation 

Menu/Price:  

 Fiesta Buffett Dinner: Chicken Fajitas, Beef Tacos, Spanish Rice, Pinto Beans, Corn, Tortilla 

 Chips & Salsa, Guacamole, Sour Cream, Tres Leche, Cookies and other desserts.  

          

 ASCE Members $15.00 with meal or $10.00 without, Guests $20.00  

 Payable to NEASCE at the door (cash, check, or credit card). 

  Life Members and Students are FREE….but you must register. 

 

Registration/Deadline:  

 Sign up by 11:00 AM on Monday, February 17, 2020 HERE. 

February Meeting 
Event Calendar: 

• Engineers Week Ban-

quet (Feb. 20, 2020) 

• Truss Bustin (Feb. 25, 

2020) 

• Geotech Short 

Course and Confer-

ence (Feb. 20-21, 

2020) 

• Annual Meeting (May 

2020) 

• Transportation Con-

ference (May 29, 

2020)  
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Elizabeth Vacek, PE, 

M.ASCE 

Did January come and go in the blink of an eye for anyone else?  The month just 

seemed to fly by. 

In January, we held a joint meeting with the student chapter of ASCE at UNL.  It 

is always fun to see what the students are up to and how their Concrete Canoe 

and Steel Bridge teams are doing.  After hearing from the college students, there 

was a presentation on 2019 flooding by Brenda Densmore.  It was a great 

presentation and a new outlook on the flooding that I hadn’t heard yet.  

February, we have quite a few events planned.  Our 37th Annual Geotechnical 

Conference along with the Geotech Short Course and Ethics Course are being 

held on February 20-21st.  If you have not registered yet, there is still time!  On 

February 20th, our monthly meeting will be held at Scott Conference Center at 

UNO and will focus on the Riverfront Redevelopment Project. 

During E-Week, which is February 16th-22nd, we will be hosting Truss Bustin at 

UNO on February 22nd.  We are looking for volunteers for this event, so please 

help if you can! 

As always, feel free to reach out to me at Elizabeth.Vacek@lamprynearson.com 

with questions, comments, or the chance to get more involved with the Section.  

 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Vacek 

Elizabeth Vacek, President, ASCE Nebraska Section 
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The January meeting was hosted by the Nebraska Water Resources Technical group. The meeting included a presentation by Brenda 

Densmore and the response USGS had to flooding event in March 2019. The list below can be considered official documentation of at-

tendance at the annual meeting  and presentation worth one (1) PDH credit. 

 

 

 

   Liz Railsback    Taylor Reinsch   Eli Green 

   Kelsey Kern   Jordan Vietz   Matt McConville 

   Rick Krushenisky   Mark Nelson   Adam Mace 

   John Linbo   John Hill    Garrett Martindale 

   Elizabeth Vacek   Brandon Gardels   Daren Konda 

   Rick Wilson   Sarah Ostrander   Mike Sklenar 

   Andrew Eisenbraun  Greg Seib 

   Brandon Vacek   Kathy Fischer 

   George Hunt   Tyler Klusaw   

January Meeting Summary 
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Volunteers Needed! 

Omaha area high school seniors design and build balsa wood trusses 
and enter the   Annual ASCE “Truss Bustin” competition. The event 
will be held on February 22, 2020 beginning at 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
at the Peter Kiewit Institute Room. Volunteers are needed to help op-
erate the Truss Bustin’ machine and other tasks. You do not need to 
help the whole time.  
 
Contact Mike Sklenar (mike.sklenar@nebraska.gov) if you’re            
interested in volunteering.  
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ASCE Centennial E-Book 

 

The Nebraska Section is pleased to announce that 
hard copies of our Centennial E-Book are available to 
purchase for $20.  The E-Book was compiled to        
remember our first 100 years (1917-2017) and       
commemorate the special events we held to celebrate. 
There is a link to purchase on our website homepage, 
which can be found here. 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egfjj4kqa0da2c61&oseq=&c=&ch=
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Engineers Week is almost here! 

 

The 2020 E-Week will be February 17-21, 2020. The Engineers 
Roundtable Banquet will be on Thursday, February 20, 2020 in 
Omaha, NE. Registration will be available soon. Visit Engineer’s 
Roundtable website here.  

http://engineerroundtable.org/


February 

 2020 
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Upcoming Events and Seminars 

ASCE Continuing Education 

ASCE currently holds more than 300 live webinars annually and has 

available more than 400 on-demand webinars covering a wide variety 

of technical and management topics. To access these webinars, see 

the following links below: 

ASCE’s live webinars provide cost-effective training for large and 

small groups. Use Promo Code WEBNEBSEC to secure your preferred 

rate. 

ASCE’s on-demand webinars provide real-world knowledge and con-

venient delivery to fit your demanding schedule. Use Promo Code 

WEBNEBSEC to secure your preferred rate. 

Program Full Dates City/State 

Engineer’s Week Banquet 
February 20, 

2020 
Omaha, NE 

Truss Bustin 
February 22, 

2020 
Omaha, NE 

Geotech Short Course and Conference 
Feb 20—21, 

2020 
Omaha, NE 

NE ASCE Annual Meeting May 2020 Omaha, NE 

Transportation Conference May 29, 2020 Omaha, NE 

http://mylearning.asce.org/diweb/catalog/t/2125/c/79
http://mylearning.asce.org/diweb/catalog/t/2135/c/79


 

 

www.neasce.org 

President 

Elizabeth Vacek, P.E., A.M.ASCE 

Lamp Rynearson 

Elizabeth.Vacek@LampRynearson.com 

 

President-Elect 

Brandon Gardels, P.E., M.ASCE 

HDR 

402-399-1361 

Brandon.gardels@hdrinc.com 

 

Vice President  

Brandon Vacek, P.E., M.ASCE 

Felsburg Holt & Ullevig 

402-455-4405 

Brandan. Vacek@fhueng.com 

 

Past President 

Greg Seib, P.E., M.ASCE 

Olsson 

402-458-5037 

gseib@olsson.com 

 

 

American Society of Civil 

Engineers Nebraska Section 

The Nebraska Section of ASCE 

is an active organization of over 

600 members who are diverse 

in practice & geography. ASCE 

represents more than 150,000 

civil engineers nationwide and 

is America's oldest national 

engineering society.  

2019-2020 NEASCE Officers 

Treasurer 

Ian Plummer, E.I., A.M.ASCE 

The Schemmer Associates, Inc. 

402-493-4800 

iplummer@schemmer.com 

 

Secretary 

Isabella Walsh, E.I., A.M.ASCE 

HDR 

402-392-8600 

Isabella.walsh@hdrinc.com 

 

Director 

Marie Stamm, P.E., M.ASCE 

The Schemmer Associates, Inc. 

402-493-4800 

marie.asce@gmail.com 

 

Director 

Mike Sklenar, PE, M.ASCE 

The Nebraska Civil Engineer 

c/o Sarah Ostrander 

Olsson 

601 P St, #200 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

Thank you to the businesses that support this 

newsletter through their contributions. 

 

For underwriting information, contact Sarah 

Ostrander, Newsletter Editor, at 531-365-4629  

or sostrander@olsson.com 

Deadline for articles to be published in the February  newsletter  will be         

January 25.  Email articles to Sarah Ostrander at sostrander@olsson.com 


