
 

 

  

 Sign up by 1:00 pm 

Wednesday January 27, 2016. 

  

Date: Thursday, January 28th, 2016 

Host: Nebraska Section ASCE, Water Resources Technical Group 

 Spouses and Guests Welcome    

Location:   University of Nebraska-Lincoln      

   Nebraska Hall, Room W213B      

   17th & Vine Streets, Lincoln 

 

Presenter:  Gordon W. òJeffó Fassett, P.E. 

Gordon W. "Jeff" Fassett, P.E., was appointed by Governor Ricketts, effective August 

3, 2015, as the Director of the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.  Prior to 

coming to Nebraska, Jeff had worked for HDR Engineering since 2006, and led the 

firmõs strategic program for water rights engineering from his base in the 

firm's Cheyenne, Wyoming office.  His responsibilities there included leveraging his 

40 years of experience in water policy, water resources engineering and water 

rights, to provide advice, engineering and strategic planning to HDR clients. 

Prior to joining HDR, Fassett managed his own consulting engineering firm from 2000 to 2006.  Previ-

ously Jeff served three years as Deputy State Engineer (1987-1990). From 1990 to 2000, he was 

appointed by and worked for two different Governorõs as Wyoming State Engineer, where he led an 

agency involved with all aspects water rights permitting, adjudications and priority water administra-

tion, and represented the Stateõs interests for all Interstate Compacts,  US Supreme Court Decrees, 

and for water resource policy matters for the State of Wyoming.  He began his career in water rights in 

Colorado working for Denver Water, and subsequently for Leonard Rice Engineers, where he began his 

work on the Big Horn General Adjudication.  In September 2002, Fassett was appointed by the Presi-

dent to be the Federal Representative and Chairman of the Red River Compact Commission involving 

the shared Red River water resources among Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. 

Fassett is active in many organizations, including the Western States Water Council, National Water 

Resources Association and Interstate Council for Water Policy and has received awards from the Upper 

Missouri Water Users Association, 4-States Irrigation Council, and similar water resource management 

organizations.  Mr. Fassett received his BS degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Wyoming, 

and is a registered Professional Engineer in Colorado and Wyoming.  

 

Times: 6:15 pm  Social and Pizza      

 6:40 pm  Student Chapter Update     

 7:00 pm  Meeting and Presentation 

 

Menu/Price: Pizza and Pop 

  $10.00 (with or without meal)ñpayable to NEASCE at the door (cash, check, or 

  credit card). 

  Life Members and Students are FREEé.but you must register. 

 

 

Registration/Deadline: Register at http://meeting.neasce.com/signup/   
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Joe Flaxbeard, PE, 

M.ASCE 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ !{/9 ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 

L ƘƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ŜŎǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ нлмсΦ  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ нлмс ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴΦ 

[ƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦b[ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ CǳǘǳǊŜ /ƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ aŀǧ aŎ/ƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¦b[ {ǘǳπ
ŘŜƴǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ нлмр /Ŝƴπ
ǘǊŀƭ wŜƎƛƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ {ŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ό²{.[ύ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ό/w¸a/ύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мр-мсΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǎƛƳǳƭǘŀƴŜƻǳǎƭȅ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀπ
ǝǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ !{/9 ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ŜŎǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ wȅŀƴ Iŀƴǎƻƴ 
ό¢Ǌǳǎǎ .ǳǎǝƴΩ /ƘŀƛǊύΣ WƻǎƘ CǊŀƴƪ ό¦bh tǊŀŎǝǝƻƴŜǊ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊύΣ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ DŀǊŘŜƭǎ ό¸aD /ƻ-/ƘŀƛǊύ 
ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎ tƻŘŀƴȅ όbŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊύΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 
ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ 
{ŜŎǝƻƴΦ  DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ŜŎǝƻƴΦ   

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ооǊŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƻǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ {ƘƻǊǘ /ƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 9-²ŜŜƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƭƛǘȊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǎ .ǳǎǝƴΩ /ƻƳǇŜǝπ
ǝƻƴΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ YǊƛǎǘƭŜ .ŜŀǳŘŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ WƻƘƴ ǎƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
wȅŀƴ Iŀƴǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ŜŎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛπ
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ !{/9 
ƻũŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ¦b[ ŀƴŘ ¦bhΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ !{/9 ƛƴ нлмрΣ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ нлмсΗ 
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The Nebraska Sectionõs Transportation Group hosted dinner and presentation on the Council Bluffs Interstate Improvement Program.  A 

special thanks goes to Mark Pohlmann for speaking to the Nebraska ASCE section on this topic.   

The list below can be considered official documentation of attendance at the October 22, 2015 meeting  and presentation worth one 

(1) PDH credit. 

Daren Konda  John Hill   Greg Seib  Gopala Allam  Mark Pohlmann              

Doug Kellner  Jeff McClenathan  Ed Thiele   Derek Schriner  Ryan Duren         

Ryan Hanson  Mike Sklenar  Andres Torres  Megan Meyer  Tyler Klusaw       

Laura Rathe  Marie Stamm  Elizabeth Kreher  Mark Nelson  Patricia Rohan     

Loras Klostermann Mike Reif   Kortney Kosiski  Ryan Gates  Jeffrey Mihulka   

Caleb Beasley  John Smith  Rich Madson  Brandon Gardels  Ed Prost 

November Meeting Summary  
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Lƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ {ŜŎǝƻƴΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ 9-²ŜŜƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƭƛǘȊ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b9!{/9 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ нт ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ тлл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ !ǎ нлмр ǿǊŀǇǎ ǳǇΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƭƛǘȊ 
ǿƛǘƘ нлмс 9-ǿŜŜƪ ƻƴ CŜō нмǎǘ -нтǘƘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Y-мн ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WƻƘƴ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀǘ 
WƻƘƴΦ{ƳƛǘƘϪƘŘǊƛƴŎΦŎƻƳΦ !{/9 Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŜǾŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΗ 

The Nebraska Civil Engineer  

http://www.neasce.org/pdf/Newsletter/2015-06_Jun.pdf
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
mailto:John.Smith@hdrinc.com
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The 2015 ASCE Annual Convention was held October 12th through the 14th in New York, New York.  As Vice President of the Nebraska 

Section of ASCE, I was lucky enough to attend the convention and represent Nebraska. 

Civil engineers from ASCE branches all over the world came to New York to attend the convention.  I met fellow engineers and students 

from all over the US, as well as London, Hong Kong, and Italy.  It was appropriate for the convention to be held in New York, where some of 

the countryõs largest and most ambitious infrastructure projects are under construction as well as being the home of some of the most 

iconic civil engineering projects in the world.   

At this convention, we saw the end of Bob Stevensõs term as ASCE President as he handed over the gavel to the incumbent, Mark Wood-

son.  In his inaugural address, new President Woodson outlined his vision for ASCE during his term.  His focus will be on the updated stra-

tegic initiatives of ASCE, which are Infrastructure, Raise the Bar, and Sustainability.  The NEASCE board hopes to bring Mr. Woodson to 

Nebraska during his tenure as president to speak with our local members about these initiatives.  Stay tuned for updates! 

During the convention, attendees were also given a sneak peek at ASCEõs upcoming IMAX movie entitled Dream Big.  The final film isnõt set 

to debut until February 2017, but the footage weõve seen so far looks incredible.  All ASCE members have the opportunity to win a Dream 

Big experience by sharing how civil engineering has helped him or her òdream big.ó  The three main prizes are: 

¶ A trip for 2 to an international location shoot for the filming of Dream Big  

¶ A trip to attend an exclusive rough cut screening of Dream Big in Laguna Beach, California  

¶ A Dream Big premiere event in your local community 

I encourage everyone to visit www.asce.org/dream-big-contest/ and make a submission.  The deadline for entries is February 1, 2016. 

In between inaugurations and movie screenings, the convention provided a multitude of learning sessions for PDHõs.  These sessions were 

all based on one of the following topics:  state of the profession, professional and leadership training, cross-discipline technical projects, 

causes, effects, and mitigation of natural and man-made catastrophes, ASCE strategic issues and public policy, significant projects, and 

history and heritage.  For example, I attended sessions on the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, the ASCE Report Card, Raising the Bar, 

and Engineering EQ. 

My wife tagged along for the trip and while we were there we visited a few of the many tourist destinations in New York.  We visited the 

American Museum of Natural History, the Brooklyn Bridge, Rockefeller Center, and Central Park. 

Overall, it was a great experience and I thank NEASCE for giving me the opportunity. 

ASCE Annual Convention    Matthew Hubel  

http://www.asce.org/dream-big-contest/
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In The News 

January 5, 2016     By: Whitford Remer 

2015 Federal Issues in Review 

As civil engineers, ASCE works with federal lawmakers to pass legislation that will improve the nation's 

"D+" infrastructure. In 2015, the federal government passed several notable pieces of legislation that 

will increase investment into our nation's infrastructure and also prepare the next generation of civil 

engineers through STEM education. Here's a review of the accomplishments. 

 

Fixing Americaõs Surface Transportation Act Passed 

As a result of the ASCE's continued federal advocacy effort on transportation, Congress passed and the 

President signed the Fixing Americaõs Surface Transportation (FAST) Act.  FAST provides the first long-

term transportation program in more than a decade with five years of increased funding for federal 

highway, transit and passenger rail programs.  Highway investment from this bill increases by 15%, 

and transit spending grows nearly 18%. Hundreds of ASCE members made personal visits and calls to 

Congress and promoted the #FixTheTrustFund message making the FAST Act possible. The FAST Act is 

a step forward for Americaõs infrastructure. 

 

Federal Water Infrastructure Funding Program Made More Flexible 

ASCE joined with water sector partners to make a new loan guarantee program passed in 2014 more 

flexible for municipalities.  The Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program 

previously prohibited combining federal low interest loan guarantees with tax-exempt municipal bonds 

which left local governments few options for borrowing additional money at low interest rates. ASCE 

worked to lift the prohibition, and this fix was achieved as part of the FAST Act. 

 

Strong STEM Focus in the New Education Act 

ASCE worked closely with Congress as a founding member of the STEM (Science-Technology-

Engineering-Mathematics) Education Coalition to ensure that the Every Student Succeed Act,the long 

overdue update of the No Child Left Behind Act (also known as the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act) maintained a strong focus on STEM subjects.  The Act promotes STEM education by: 

¶ Maintaining standards and tests in math and science 

¶ Expanding high-quality STEM courses 

¶ Encouraging development of statewide assessments that integrate engineering and technology 

concepts 

¶ Providing direct grants for studentsõ STEM educational enrichment activities 

¶ Maintaining funding for teacher training 

 

For questions, please contact ASCE Government Relations.  

mailto:govwash@asce.org

