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Event Calendar: ]
January Meeting

i January 28Water

Resources Meeting  pae:  Thursday, January 28th, 2016
T February 1k Host:  Nebraska Section ASCE, Water Resources Technical Group : .

Geotechnical Sign up by 1:00 pm

Meeting Spouses and Guests Welcome Wednesday January 27, 2016.
I February 12 Location: University of Nebraska.incoln

GEGOmaha 2016 Nebraska Hall, Room W213B

17th & Vine Streets, Lincoln
i February 21-27-

EoWeek School

Blitz
Presenter: Gor don W. 0Jeffo6 Fassett, P. E.

9 February 27 Truss

Bustind Com Gordon W. "Jeff" Fassett, P.E., was appointed by Governor Ricketts, effective August

3, 2015, as the Director of the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources. Prior to
coming to Nebraska, Jeff had worked for HDR Engineering since 2006, and led the
firmés strategic program for water right:
firm's Cheyenne, Wyoming office. His responsibilities there included leveraging his

40 years of experience in water policy, water resources engineering and water

rights, to provide advice, engineering and strategic planning to HDR clients.

Inside this issue:

January Meeting 1

Prior to joining HDR, Fassett managed his own consulting engineering firm from 2000 to 2006. Previ-
From the President2 ously Jeff served three years as Deputy State Engineer (198990). From 1990 to 2000, he was
appointed by and worked for two different Govern

November Meeting 3 agency involved with all aspects water rights permitting, adjudications and priority water administra-

Summary tion, and represented the Statefs interests for
and for water resource policy matters for the State of Wyoming. He began his career in water rights in
2016 BWeek School4 Colorado working for Denver Water, and subsequently for Leonard Rice Engineers, where he began his
Blitz work on the Big Horn General Adjudication. In September 2002, Fassett was appointed by the Presi-
dent to be the Federal Representative and Chairman of the Red River Compact Commission involving
ASCE Annual 5 the shared Red River water resources among Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana.

CEmTERIE ST, Fassett is active in many organizations, including the Western States Water Council, National Water

Resources Association and Interstate Council for Water Policy and has received awards from the Upper
In the News 6 Missouri Water Users Association,-8tates Irrigation Council, and similar water resource management

organizations. Mr. Fassett received his BS degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Wyoming,
Truss Bu7st i nandis aregistered Professional Engineer in Colorado and Wyoming.

Save the date 8

Times: 6:15 pm Social and Pizza
Thank You! b 6:40 pm Student Chapter Update
7:00 pm Meeting and Presentation
GE@maha 2016 M A
M M
Menu/Price: Pizza and Pop

Upcoming Seminard 2
and Workshops $10.00 (with or without mealfipayable to NEASCE at the door (cash, check, or

credit card).
Life Membersand Studentsar e FREEé. but you must regis

Registration/Deadline: Registeratht t p: / / meeting. neasce. com/ signu



http://meeting.neasce.com/signup/

Joe Flaxbeard, PE,
M.ASCE
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From the President
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Responsive | Reliable

Tlerracon @5

Your business objectives are our top priority. i

We dfallver work on tlm? so you avoid (.ielays, 15080 A Circle
surprises, and costly mistakes. For projects Omaha. NE
large or small, single or multi-site, you can (402) 330 2202
rely on consistent results. terracon.com/Omaha

Environmental ® Facilities ® Geotechnical ® Materials
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November Meeting Summary

The Nebraska Sectionds Transportation Group
special thanks goes to Mark Pohlmann for speaking to the Nebraska ASCE section on this topic.

hosted di nnmsmrA and

The list below can be considered official documentation of attendance at the October 22, 2015 meeting and presentation wori
(1) PDH credit.

Daren Konda John Hill Greg Seib Gopala Allam Mark Pohlmann
Doug Kellner Jeff McClenathan Ed Thiele Derek Schriner Ryan Duren
Ryan Hanson Mike Sklenar Andres Torres Megan Meyer Tyler Klusaw
Laura Rathe Marie Stamm Elizabeth Kreher Mark Nelson Patricia Rohan
Loras Klostermann Mike Reif Kortney Kosiski Ryan Gates Jeffrey Mihulka
Caleb Beasley John Smith Rich Madson Brandon Gardels Ed Prost

Bringing ground
improvement out of
the Stone Column Age.

NIELSEN-BAUMERT ENGINEERING, INC.

Structural Engineering Analysis and Design :Q Let us tailor a Geopier® solution to your
~ unique, local soil conditions. Contact

Michael F. Baumert, P.E., S.E.

9802 Nicholas Street, Suite 105 * Omaha, NE 68114
Phone: (402) 496-4750 Ext. 11 * Fax: (402) 496-1147
e-mail: mail@nielsenbaumert.com

GROUND

IMPROVEMENT
[Encineering]

your local geotechnical engineer.

Deanna Baker, P.E., LEED AP

Leading. By Design.

il: dbaker@groundimprovementeng.com
call: 402.651.1673 web: groundimprovementeng.com

f



Page 4

The Nebraska Civil Engineer

2016 E-Week School Blitz
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Bridging the gap between idea
+ achievement

This is where great begins.

Omaha 402.399.100

l')? hdrinc.com



http://www.neasce.org/pdf/Newsletter/2015-06_Jun.pdf
http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
mailto:John.Smith@hdrinc.com
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ASCE Annual Convention | Matthew Hubel

The 2015 ASCE Annual Convention was held October 12th through the 14th in New York, New York. As Vice President of thekidebra
Section of ASCE, | was lucky enough to attend the convention and represent Nebraska.

Civil engineers from ASCE branches all over the world came to New York to attend the convention. | met fellow engineestudiedts

from all over the US, as well as London, Hong Kong, and Italy. It was appropriate for the convention to be held in Newwierk, some of

the countryds | argest and most ambitious infrastructuthemogtr oj ect
iconic civil engineering projects in the world.

At this convention, we saw the end of Bob Stevens®f6s terWoods ASC
son. In his inaugural address, new President Woodson outlined his vision for ASCE during his term. His focus will be opdheed stra-

tegic initiatives of ASCE, which are Infrastructure, Raise the Bar, and Sustainability. The NEASCE board hopes to briigdlson to

Nebraska during his tenure as president to speak with our local members about these initiatives. Stay tuned for updates!

During the convention, attendees were also given a snelmkspéeéek sa
to debut until February 2017, but the footage wedve s@mabreasmo f ar
Big experience by sharing how civil engineering has helped him

9 Atrip for 2 to an international location shoot for the filming of Dream Big
9 A trip to attend an exclusive rough cut screening of Dream Big in Laguna Beach, California

9 A Dream Big premiere event in your local community

| encourage everyone to visitbww.asce.org/dreambig-contest/ and make a submission. The deadline for entries is February 1, 2016.

In between inaugurations and movie screenings, the consioaswereon p
all based on one of the following topics: state of the profession, professional and leadership training, cdissipline techrical projects,

causes, effects, and mitigation of natural and mamade catastrophes, ASCE strategic issues and public policy, significant ptgeand

history and heritage. For example, | attended sessions on the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, the ASCE Report CaidgRa Bar,

and Engineering EQ.

My wife tagged along for the trip and while we were there we visited a few of the many tourist destinations in New Yorkvisitél the
American Museum of Natural History, the Brooklyn Bridge, Rockefeller Center, and Central Park.

Overall, it was a great experience and | thank NEASCE for giving me the opportunity.

mfer [nfraStructure. Lic
Leaving a Legacy of e'ﬂ|@ E::EEE e
Endurlng Improvem en‘l.s 6910 Pacific Street Suite 310 Ofc: 402.553.0234
to OQur Communities LAMP RYNEARSON Omaha NE 68106-1046 Fax: 402.553.0201

Providing Structural Engineering (and related) Solutions

InfraStructure: 1S Bridges IS Buildings IS Precast Detailing
IS Construction/Value Engineering IS Field Inspection/Observation
IS Information/Technology Solutions & Asset Management Support

LRA-Inc.com HBEM


http://www.asce.org/dream-big-contest/
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In The News

January 5, 2016 | By: Whitford Remer

2015 Federal Issues in Review

As civil engineers, ASCE works with federal lawmakers to pass legislation that will improve the nation's
"D+" infrastructure. In 2015, the federal government passed several notable pieces of legislation that
will increase investment into our nation's infrastructure and also prepare the next generation of civil
engineers through STEM education. Here's a review of the accomplishments.

Fixing Americads Surface Transportation Act Pass
As a result of the ASCEmntinued federal advocacy effort on transportation, Congress passed and the
President signed the Fixing Ame rFASTarovides$he firdtlange T
term transportation program in more than a decade with five years of increased funding for federal
highway, transit and passenger rail programsHighway investment from this bill increases by 15%,

and transit spending grows nearly 18%. Hundreds of ASCE members made personal visits and calls to
Congress and promoted the #FixTheTrustFund message making the FAST Act possible. The FAST Act is
a step forward for Americads infrastructure.

Federal Water Infrastructure Funding Program Made More Flexible

ASCE joinedvith water sector partners to make a new loan guarantee program passed in 2014 more
flexible for municipalities. The Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program
previously prohibited combining federal low interest loan guarantees with #xempt municipal bonds
which left local governments few options for borrowing additional money at low interest rates. ASCE
worked to lift the prohibition, and this fix was achieved as part of the FAST Act.

Strong STEM Focus in the New Education Act

ASCE worked closely with Congress as a founding member of the STEM (SciBacenology
EngineeringMathematics) Education Coalition to ensure that thEvery Student Succeed Act,the long
overdue update of the No Child Left Behind Act (also known as the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act) maintained a strong focus on STEM subjeci&he Act promotes STEM education by:

f  Maintaining standards and tests in math and science

9 Expanding highlquality STEM courses

f  Encouraging development of statewide assessments that integrate engineering and technology
concepts

T Providing direct grants for studentsdé6 STEM edu

I Maintaining funding for teacher training

For questions, please contacASCE Government Relations

SCH MM R

ARCHITECTS | ENGINEERS | PLANNERS
402.493.4800 | SCHEMMER.COM

B
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